
 
 
 
MISSION STATEMENT 
Humanities Texas, the state affiliate of the National Endowment for the Humanities, conducts and supports public 
programs in history, literature, philosophy, and other humanities disciplines. These programs strengthen Texas 
communities and ultimately help sustain representative democracy by cultivating informed, educated citizens. 
 
WHAT ARE THE HUMANITIES? 
According to the 1965 National Foundation on the Arts and the Humanities Act, “The term ‘humanities’ includes, 
but is not limited to, the study of the following: language, both modern and classical; linguistics; literature; history; 
jurisprudence; philosophy; archaeology; comparative religion; ethics; the history, criticism and theory of the arts; 
those aspects of social sciences which have humanistic content and employ humanistic methods; and the study and 
application of the humanities to the human environment with particular attention to reflecting our diverse heritage, 
traditions, and history and to the relevance of the humanities to the current conditions of national life.” 
 
WHAT DOES HUMANITIES TEXAS DO? 

¥ Administers a competitive grants program to support humanities projects and events. 
¥ Creates and circulates traveling exhibits on historical, literary, and cultural topics. 
¥ Manages a speakers directory that allows nonprofit organizations to offer high quality humanities 

presentations to local audiences. 
¥ Maintains Humanities Interactive, an online educational and exhibits space. 
¥ Holds summer teacher institutes to support humanities instruction across the state.  
¥ Administers awards recognizing Texans’ outstanding contributions to the humanities. 
¥ Develops publications related to the humanities. 

 
GRANTS PROGRAM 
Working in partnership with the National Endowment for the Humanities, Humanities Texas provides financial 
support to nonprofit organizations and institutions for humanities programs aimed at public audiences. Guidelines and 
application forms are available on our website: www.humanitiestexas.org/grants.htm. 
 

¥ Mini-grants fund up to $1,500 of the costs associated with public programs. These small grants are particularly 
appropriate for funding a speaker and/or the rental of a traveling exhibit. An organization might also apply for 
a mini-grant to pay for the services of a humanities consultant or exhibit designer or to develop public 
programming related to an unexpected local, national, or international event.  

¥ Community project grants fund comprehensive public programs such as lectures, seminars and conferences; 
book and film discussions; interpretive exhibits and materials; town forums and civic discussions; and teacher 
workshops.  

¥ Media project grants fund film, radio, or interactive programming related to the humanities. Applicants may 
request funds for any phase of the project, including scripting, development, production, post-production, and, 
in some cases, distribution and free public screenings.  

 
EXHIBITS AND SPEAKERS DIRECTORY 
Humanities Texas’s fifty humanities exhibits circulate throughout the country, as do the 400 films and slide programs 
in our extensive resource collection. One of our newest traveling exhibits, “Miguel Covarrubias: Caricaturista,” 
presents more than forty high quality facsimile works of Mexican artist and humanist Miguel Covarrubias. Our 
speakers directory includes scholars and experts prepared to provide public presentations on a wide range of literary, 
cultural, and historical topics.  
 
HUMANITIES INTERACTIVE 
Humanities Interactive, an online educational and exhibits space, includes thirty exhibits on topics ranging from literary 
East Texas to the Shogun Age of Japan as well as interactive games and resources for visitors of all ages. Visit 
Humanities Interactive at www.humanities-interactive.org.  
 



SUMMER TEACHER INSTITUTES 
With support from the National Endowment for the Humanities We the People initiative, Humanities Texas conducts 
summer institutes supporting schoolteachers’ intellectual and professional development. In June 2007, Humanities 
Texas partnered with Texas Christian University, Texas Tech University, and the Amon Carter Museum to hold “The 
West and the Shaping of America,” a pair of residential institutes in Fort Worth and Lubbock exploring the history 
and culture of the West.  
 
In 2006, Humanities Texas partnered with the University of Houston and the University of Texas at El Paso to hold 
“Southwest Vistas: The Border in American History,” a pair of institutes in Houston and El Paso exploring the U.S.-
Mexico border and the histories of the Americas on either side. In 2005, Humanities Texas and the Bob Bullock Texas 
State History Museum sponsored “Gateway on the Gulf: Galveston and American Immigration, 1845–1915.” 
Participants explored Galveston’s place in U.S. immigration history, drawing upon the city’s remarkable array of 
museums, archives, and historic neighborhoods. Humanities Texas held the “Institute on Congress and American 
History” in 2004. Co-sponsored by the Lyndon Baines Johnson Library and Museum, The University of Texas at 
Austin, and the National Archives and Records Administration, this five-day institute brought together leading scholars, 
legislative authorities, and secondary school teachers to explore Congress’s role in the pivotal events of U.S. history.  
 
AWARDS 
Humanities Texas’s awards recognize outstanding contributions in teaching and service to the humanities. 

¥ The Outstanding Teaching of the Humanities Award recognizes exemplary K–12 humanities teachers. Each year 
six winners receive a $1,000 cash award and an additional $500 for their respective schools to use in 
purchasing humanities-based instructional materials. 

¥ The James F. Veninga Outstanding Teaching of the Humanities Award honors James F. Veninga, Humanities 
Texas Executive Director Emeritus, for his twenty-three years of extraordinary contributions to the state 
council and to the public humanities in Texas and the U.S. This winning teacher receives a $1,000 award, with 
$500 payable to his or her school for the purchase of instructional materials.  

¥ The Linden Heck Howell Outstanding Teaching of Texas History Award was established in memory of Ms. 
Howell, former chair of the Humanities Texas Board of Directors, as a lasting tribute to her service to the 
organization and her commitment to the study of Texas history. The winning teacher receives a $1,000 cash 
award and an additional $500 for his or her school.  

¥ The Humanities Texas Award recognizes organizations and individuals who have demonstrated imaginative 
leadership in the humanities. 

 
PUBLICATIONS 
Humanities Texas’s most recent publication is Conversations with Texas Writers (University of Texas Press, 2005), which 
includes interviews and photographs of fifty contemporary Texas writers. Other books published by Humanities Texas 
include The Humanities and the Civic Imagination: Collected Addresses and Essays, 1978Ð1998; Texas Myths; The BiographerÕs Gift: 
Life Histories and Humanism; The Texas Experience; Vietnam in Remission; and Preparing for Texas in the 21st Century.  
 
ORGANIZATIONAL GOVERNANCE 
Humanities Texas is the state affiliate of the National Endowment for the Humanities. A private nonprofit organization 
founded in 1973, Humanities Texas is supported by appropriations from the U.S. Congress and gifts and grants from 
foundations, corporations, and individuals. A volunteer board governs the organization. The Governor of Texas 
appoints five board members, and the board fills the other vacant seats through a statewide, open nominations process.  
 
JOIN US 
Support the public humanities in Texas by joining Friends of Humanities Texas.  
 

Humanities Texas 
1410 Rio Grande Street 

Austin, Texas 78701 
phone: 512.440.1991 

fax: 512.440.0115 
www.humanitiestexas.org 


